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Markham Wood’s Monastic Moment 
Well, the order was just posted for Seminole and Orange County that we should all “isolate” at home with 
a total lockdown.  Sound like fun?  For those with children who have been cooped up at home for over a 
week, you’re probably using some descriptive language as an expression of thankfulness.  As I will be 
preaching about this Sunday in Part V of our “Walking the Wilderness” series, all things do come to an end 
– sort of.  This current wilderness will pass.  However, in the meantime, a brief church history lesson may 
be instructive.   

There was a time when monks and other deeply disciplined disciple types sought relief from the tempta-
tions of public communal living by “escaping” into the wilderness in order to live ascetic lives.  We called 
this the Monastic movement.  And, many of these Monastics spent years in isolation in hopes of discover-
ing a more intimate and less, distracted relationship with, and presence of, God. One of the most famous 
of these was Brother Lawrence of the Desert.  One of the outcomes of his monastic isolation was a book 
of his writings called, “Practicing the Presence of God.”  It’s a good read if you’re into deeply thoughtful 
devotional practices. 

Since most of us will not be heading out into the desert wilderness, I have several options for all of us as 
we practice the discipline of social distancing, which may create the exact intimacy the desert fathers were 
looking and longing for.  First, in today’s society, practices of faith are, for the most part, individual and un-
connected.  That is, within our families, we don’t always share our thoughts and feelings about God, Je-
sus, or the Holy Spirit as a family.  This is especially true as our children get older.  By then, matter of faith 
practice is pretty much, “every man for themselves.”   

As families grow older and therefore are less likely to worship together, we miss something very special 
and intimate about our family’s relationship with God through Christ.  So, take advantage of this “home 
time.”  Talk together about matters of faith. Watch our livestream and associated broadcast which are spe-
cifically produced to address our current environment.  If you read Bible stories with your kids when they 
were young, try it now.  If you said bedtime prayers “back then” try it now.   

These times are the perfect opportunity to create a legacy which can perpetuate into their futures. When 
all is said and done, life will go on. However, there will be other crisis moments, or even pandemics.  Give 
your family now what they will need in the future. That’s exactly what Jesus did.  He gave his children all 
they needed so that when he was no longer physically available, they would be prepared for His Spiritually 
available presence.  Which is exactly what the desert fathers were longing for. 

Secondly, we continue to worship. This is one of the great takeaways from the pandemic.  Our worship is 
not limited by a wall, roof and floor. In fact, the sky is the limit when it comes to our faith and ability to wor-
ship our Lord and savior.  We will continue to livestream all of our worship services. Simply go to our web-
site www.mwpcusa.org and click on “livestream.” We are fortunate to have just completed a total upgrade 
to our streaming capabilities.  Our sound and picture quality are now very good.  So, watch and participate 
with us.  You can sing, pray and respond just as if you were in the sanctuary. The words will appear, the 
music will sound, and the Word will resound! 

Our small groups continue to meet via skype and zoom live chat and video applications.  If you wish to join 
in one of these ongoing groups, just call, text, or email the office and we will send you links and instruc-
tions.  We will also be posting meditations and other devotional style teachings on our Facebook page.  
You can find us on the Markham Woods Presbyterian Church webpage or, via Facebook, https://
www.facebook.com/MWPCUSA.  You may also friend me at my personal Facebook page.  Just search, 
Joe Wendorph and I will add you to my page.  

God can always find ways to bless us in all times and in all places.  It’s not about where you are, but how 
present you wish to be with God.  God has already proved His loving presence with us through His Son, 
Jesus.  So, let’s keep being the church!  And if you have any needs or wish to help meet the needs of oth-
ers, just let us know.  However, don’t wait to be asked, help someone now.  Reach out to someone now.  
You never know how important your reaching out may be, especially today! 
 

 

http://www.mwpcusa.org
https://www.facebook.com/MWPCUSA
https://www.facebook.com/MWPCUSA
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MWPC Financials through February 2020 

Church Budget  
Year to date  

Actual  Budget 
Favorable   

(Unfavorable) 

Church Income $126,600 $129,100 ($2,500) 

Church Expenses $116,600 $127,200 $10,600 

Overall (Income 
less Expenses) 

$10,000 $1,900 ($8,100) 

MWPC overall financial status for the first few months of the year is difficult to assess. Pledge payments 
and expenses were below budget. This  is due to some seasonal charges and some expenses that are 
quarterly.   
Heathrow Christian Academy financials and cash flow are strong due to prepaid tuitions and high enroll-
ment.  

Go to the MWPC website—mwpcusa.org 
and scroll to the bottom of the front page for 
the link to give online. You may also mail 
your offering to the church office.  

Easter Services 

Palm Sunday     April 5 at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.  

Maundy Thursday    April 9 at 7:00 p.m. with Communion  

Good Friday     April 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

Resurrection of the Lord/Easter April 12 at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. (No adult bible discussion today) 

Easter Egg Hunt    April 12 at 10:15 a.m. 

We’d love to pray with you! Please use the link below to submit your prayer request and our Pas-
tors and Deacons will pray for you.  
 

Copy this link to your web browser: www.mwpcusa.org/prayerrequests.aspx  
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I don’t know about you all, but I’m tired of all things coronavirus. We are barely into dealing with what will 
surely be a long-term event, and I already feel exhausted. And I haven’t really done much—I took the week 
of mid-March off as scheduled to spend spring break with Ellen. We had planned to be out of state—and 
we were, but not in the way we thought! Rather, our state of mind was rudely altered by the sudden spread 
of this new pandemic. 

Now, please understand— saying you are simply tired is an incredibly privileged thing to say, as one who is 
not physically suffering from the disease. For those who are, and for their loved ones who cannot sit by 
their sides for fear of contracting Covid-19 themselves, their wish is that they could be in the shoes of 
someone like me who is merely inconvenienced by the life changes prompted by avoiding the illness. 

Nevertheless, being tired of all the sudden changes, many of them drastically affecting life for the foreseea-
ble future, is a valid feeling, and one that we are all experiencing, regardless of our physical condition. In 
fact, the stress of sudden, drastic change on this scale no doubt leads to very real physical feelings of anxi-
ety, uncertainty, loss, stir-craziness, and fear of the unknown. 

Many pastors I know have been sharing an article from Harvard Business Review, the title of which diagno-
ses our mental and spiritual condition in the midst of Covid-19 succinctly: “That Discomfort You’re Feeling 
Is Grief.” In it, they interview David Kessler, “the world’s foremost expert on grief,” who has worked or vol-
unteered for a three-hospital system in Los Angeles, volunteered for the LAPD, and served on the disaster 
team of the Red Cross. Here is part of that interview: 

HBR: People are feeling any number of things right now. Is it right to call some of what they’re feel-
ing grief? 

Kessler: Yes, and we’re feeling a number of different griefs. We feel the world has changed, and it 
has. We know this is temporary, but it doesn’t feel that way, and we realize things will be different. 
Just as going to the airport is forever different from how it was before 9/11, things will change and 
this is the point at which they changed. The loss of normalcy; the fear of economic toll; the loss of 
connection. This is hitting us and we’re grieving. Collectively. We are not used to this kind of collec-
tive grief in the air. 

You said we’re feeling more than one kind of grief? 

Yes, we’re also feeling anticipatory grief. Anticipatory grief is that feeling we get about what the fu-
ture holds when we’re uncertain. Usually it centers on death. We feel it when someone gets a dire 
diagnosis or when we have the normal thought that we’ll lose a parent someday. Anticipatory grief is 
also more broadly imagined futures. There is a storm coming. There’s something bad out there. 
With a virus, this kind of grief is so confusing for people. Our primitive mind knows something bad is 
happening, but you can’t see it. This breaks our sense of safety. We’re feeling that loss of safety. 

What can individuals do to manage all this grief? 

Understanding the stages of grief is a start. But whenever I talk about the stages of grief, I have to 
remind people that the stages aren’t linear and may not happen in this order. It’s not a map but it 
provides some scaffolding for this unknown world. There’s denial, which we say a lot of early on: 
This virus won’t affect us. There’s anger: You’re making me stay home and taking away my activi-
ties. There’s bargaining: Okay, if I social distance for two weeks everything will be better, right? 
There’s sadness: I don’t know when this will end. And finally there’s acceptance. This is happening; 
I have to figure out how to proceed. Acceptance, as you might imagine, is where the power lies. We 
find control in acceptance. I can wash my hands. I can keep a safe distance. I can learn how to work 
virtually. 

I posted a video on our Facebook page the other day in which I discussed psalms of communal lament. 
These were times when the nation of Israel collectively called out to God to save them from their enemies—
usually nations they were warring with in that volatile time and place. But we can read these psalms think-
ing of the coronavirus as our enemy. Perhaps we can write our own, too. 

Regardless of the enemies we face as a Church, we know that God is with us. And God wants to hear our 
fears and our grief, as such expression is just as authentic a prayer as any other. And we know that regard-
less of the outcome of this current pandemic, nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. Having that reassurance, pray with confidence that God will equip us to conquer the enemy we 
call Covid-19. Peace be with you, friends. 

That Discomfort We’re Feeling (And How to Deal With It) 

https://hbr.org/2020/03/that-discomfort-youre-feeling-is-grief
https://hbr.org/2020/03/that-discomfort-youre-feeling-is-grief
https://www.facebook.com/MWPCUSA/videos/262555204883270/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+44%2C+Psalm+60%2C+Psalm+74%2C+Psalm+79%2C+Psalm+80%2C+Psalm+85%2C+Psalm+90&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+44%2C+Psalm+60%2C+Psalm+74%2C+Psalm+79%2C+Psalm+80%2C+Psalm+85%2C+Psalm+90&version=CEB
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452232526
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452232526
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           By: Cassidy Hornsby 

January and February have been jam packed with so many fun events! I hope everyone has been 
enjoying their time here at Impact and I hope everyone is looking forward to all the fun events we 
have happening in March! Both Clayton and I just want to voice how overwhelmingly blessed and 
lucky we feel for the opportunity to get to know y’all at youth groups and our events. We are so 
lucky and we can’t wait to create more fun events in the near future. So, don't forget to mark your 
calendar because you will not want to miss these events! 

Upcoming Events: (All Impact events are subject to change due to the virus.)  

4/3 Movie Night—Clayton and I are hosting a movie night from 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. Join us for a 
 movie, dinner, snacks and more.  

4/5 Easter Egg Challenge—Join us at 4:30 p.m. for an Easter Egg Hunt. Prizes for those 
 who are able to figure out where the eggs are hidden. I hope you are up for the 
 challenge and you will want to join everyone for the youth group Easter Egg Hunt! 

4/12 NO IMPACT—No youth group.  Enjoy your Easter with your family.   

Summer Camp: Though it may not seem like it, summer is just around the corner! This year Im-
pact will be participating in a mission based summer camp called BRIDGE. BRIDGE is a summer 
camp hosted by Saint Simon's Presbyterian Church, located in Saint Simons Island, Georgia. The 
theme of the camp is Creation Stewardship and its goal is to help students understand how they 
can care for God's creation through lessons and outreach.  

They are still accepting down payments to reserve your spot. The price is now $150 for the down 
payment for the camp. Please contact the church office or email Cassidy at impact@mwpcusa.org 
to reserve your spot for camp. Summer camp dates are July 12-17, 2020.  

We hope to see you there! 

Cassidy Hornsby, Director of Student Ministries 

           By: Jane Allingham 
 
Meet our Missionary Dr. Laura Layer and Medical Campus Outreach of Philly 
 
Dr. Layer is listed in our Sunday bulletin, every Sunday. Wonder who she is? She is the Director 

of Medical Campus Outreach of Philadelphia, a pediatrician, and the daughter of MWPC mem-

bers  Lucy and the late William (Bud)  Layer.  

What is Medical Campus Outreach? MCO is an organization dedicated to giving medical and all 

allied health students a place to grow in Christ and learn to integrate their beliefs in the medical 

care they give. Why does MWPC support a ministry in Philadelphia? As Dr. Layer explains it, 

one in six physicians in the US does at least part of their training in Philly, so it is more than like-

ly that you have received care from one or more Philadelphia trained medical personnel. That 

means that the impact of our gifts reaches the world (including our slice of Florida).  

Congratulations to MCO as it celebrates 25 years of service in strengthening the Christian medi-

cal community. For more info go to mcophilly.org. 
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Mark your calendars for these upcoming events:  

April 16 Join us at 11:30 a.m. for lunch prepared by chef Kevin. Cost $9.00. 
After lunch join us for a presentation on comfortable travel by Julia Bales 
from Go Travel..   

May 14 Lake Ridge Winery Tour. More details in a future newsletter. 

Contact Chris Leinenkugel at cleinkugel@mwpcusa.org or 407-333-2030 
with questions.  

Easter Services 

Palm Sunday     April 5 at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.  

Maundy Thursday    April 9 at 7:00 p.m. with Communion  

Good Friday     April 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

Resurrection of the Lord/Easter April 12 at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. (No adult bible discussion today) 

Easter Egg Hunt    April 12 at 10:15 a.m. 

 
 
 

 

2020 Vacation Bible School  

June 8— June 12 

 More information including registration will be forthcoming in a future edition of the Markham 
Messenger newsletter! VBS Volunteers needed. Contact Cindy at cteetzel@mwpcusa.org if 
you are able to volunteer.  

All events are tentative pending the coronavirus. 
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5-Apr Chris and Stefanie Lollis 23 

6-Apr Rich and Patti Lovette 29 

11-Apr Robert and Anne Bell 22 

16-Apr Ret and Julie Thompson 54 

24-Apr Tom and Cindy Haller 27 

25-Apr Frank and Janice Funicello 33 

26-Apr Julius and Debra Hajas 35 

1 Julia Bales 

2 Valery Bouck 

3 Daniel O'Callaghan 

4 Lynn Klahn 

5 Becky Atwood 

5 Ann Spellman 

5 Tiffany Thornton 

6 David Klovstad 

6 Elizabeth Lyon 

7 Lourdes Longobardo 

7 Alexis Ronske 

7 Jeff Ward 

8 Heidi Thompson 

9 Tracy Hall 

10 Sydney Kuca 

10 Melissa Mahler 

10 Alex Monahan 

10 Betty Powers 

11 Luc LeRoy 

12 Shirley Mack 

14 Chris Leinenkugel 

16 Rod Bayliss 

16 Sue Warren 

17 Michelle Bryan 

18 Jennifer Lanier 

18 Joan Stewart 

19 Angela Jordan 

20 Matthew Funicello 

21 Anne Andrews 

21 Pat Case 

21 Kim Flint 

22 Cheryl Beck 

22 Aizhan Etchison 

22 Kurt Leinenkugel 

23 Kaity Cornish 

23 Susan Herrick 

23 Jackson Jones 

24 Delora Campbell 

24 Jackson Snedaker 

26 Joanne L Simmons 

27 Bo Keck 

27 Ellen Mask 

27 Denise Myers 

28 Jerry Bouck 

28 Jean Clarke 

28 Jill Jordan 

28 Roy Mahler 

28 Maggie Pinnock 

30 Norma Hawkes 

We will notify you when we can resume the Alpha and The Marriage Courses.   
 
As for the other programs, classes and studies such as small groups, Bible studies, G.O.D. 

Time, Disciple Groups, and Prayer connection are meeting online via Zoom or similar program.  

If you are unsure, please contact your group leader or Chris Leinenkugel, Director of Adult 

Ministries 407-333-2030 or cleinenkugel@mwpcusa.org.  Also, if you are not currently involved 

in a group that you may be interested in, please let us know if you’d like to participate online.  It 

could be a great time to give a class or group a try! 

Sharing Center in Longwood, Florida is CLOSED for donations. MWPC can accept non-
perishable food items and toiletry items. Please do not  drop any other items during this 
time. Thank you.  

mailto:cleinenkugel@mwpcusa.org


NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 
MID-FLORIDA 
PERMIT #0064 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

Markham Woods Presbyterian Church 
5210 Markham Woods Road 
Lake Mary, Florida 32746 

 
 Growing the Faith of the Whole Family of God 
 Inwardly Strong, Outwardly Focused 

Fall 2020 Registration 

Registration for fall 2020 is underway. Please contact the 
school office for information regarding our program. We serve 
children ages 2, 3, 4/VPK and Kindergarten.   

HCA Email:  hca@hcamwpc.org and Phone: 407.333.2045 

Donations 

A great big thank you to everyone who continues to donate 
items needed for the school.  

We are still in need of large plastic coffee containers and 
Swiffer wet containers. We will be turning these into drums! 

Thank you again for supporting HCA! 
Cheryl Beck 

Let’s End Literacy! 
 
April 24, 2020 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
 
This event will help promote literacy. Please bring 
a new or slightly used book to the spirit night and 
receive a free ice cream cone. All books will be 
donated.  


